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Drums, Gong, Water-filled Crystal,
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PROGRAM NOTES

The Divine Comedy is a four-movement work based on Dante Alighieri’s literary classic of the same name. The story of
Dante’s trilogy is basic: One day Dante finds himself lost in a dark wood. Virgil, a character based on the revered Roman
poet, appears and rescues him. Virgil guides Dante to a contemplation of Hell of Purgatory. Dante, having confessed his
faults, and with Beatrice as his guide, is led into Paradise and attains a glimpse of the face of God.

“The Ascension” is the third of four movement in The Divine Comedy. The movement begins with Dante on the Mountain
of Purgatory. Having been instructed and purified in Purgatory, he is prepared for his journey to Paradise. Beatrice, his
guide, lifts her eyes toward the sun. Following her example, Dante looks to the sun and is at the moment transformed
(“trans-huamanized”) in preparation for his great adventure. He is surprised to discover wonderful music, the music
of the spheres, surrounding them. Swifter than thought, their flight of incredible speed begins. Dante and Beatrice,
accompanied by sounds of wondrous beauty and intensity, ascend to the Sphere of Fire.
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THE ASCENSION

(from the “Divine Comedy”)

Composed and Arranged by ROBERT W. SMITH
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