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PURGAIORIO

From“The Divine Comedy“

ROBERT W SMITH

PROGRAM NOTES

ˇ“THE DIVINE COMEDY“ is a four movement work based on Dante Alighieri「s literary classic of the same name, The

story of Dante「s trilogy is very basic: one day Dante finds htimself lost in a dark wood, Virgil, a character based 0n the

revered Roman poet, appears and rescues him. Virgil guides Dante to a contemplation of Heli and Purgatory, Dante, having

confessed his faults, and with Beatrice as his guide, is led into Paradise and attains a glimpse of the face of dod,

“PURGATORIO“ is the second of four movements in “THE DIVIRE COMEDY.“ Dante, having completed hls Journey

through “The is brought by Virgil to the shores of the island mountain Purgatory in the midst of the southern

ocean. The mountain is comprised of seven terraces, each representing one of “seven deadly sins,“ In each terrace,

are given an appropriate penance which is symbolically tied to their transgressions on earth, The sufferings bndured are

accepted voluntarily by the spirits in atonement for their sins. The composer has woven together muslcal elements whlch

depict each of the sins of the seven terraces. For example, the sin of the first terrace is “pride.“ The souls plod slowly

around the mountain, bowed double by huge rocks on their backs, As the composition develops, the sounds of lamenting

souls, dragging their heavy loads, can be heard against the haunting melodic line,

The souls of Purgatory are often musical beings: they express their sensations Iin songs, hymns, and psalms「, Purgatory

is the realm of hope, where the proud envious, wrathful silothful, prodigal (avaricious), gluttonous, and Iustful may atone

for their sins on earth, As Dante and Virgil continue up the mountain, they feel a violent quaking at Which all of the splrits

proclaim “Qloria in excelsis Deol「“ (dlory to God in the highest), Dante learns that the quaking slgnals the completlon of one

souls penance, for which all other souls give thanks. The completion of the penance allows the souj to 8scend to “Paradiso“

(heaven), taking his or her rightful position in relation to God.

NOTFS TO CONDUCTOR

The opening horn solo should be as lyrical as possible. Careful attention should be glven to balance between the soloist

and the clarinet choir which responds to the opening chant. The flute and soprano saxophone 8ol0s should be as intense as

possible. Please note that a clarinet may be used as an appropriate substitute for the sopran0 s&Xophone solo. 1 have not

cCued the clarinet for this purpose. If the substitution is necessa人 have the sololst read from the s8XOphone part,

The dragging effect of the feet may be enhanced by placing a plece of paper on the floor under the appropriate foot. The

footsteps should be audible, but not too energetic, Please note the cue at measure 27 for 8elected *moans.““Unlike the

“ˇ“wails“ in ˇThe Inferno“ this effect should be carefully “cast“ for reallsm

The Taiko Drums (opt. Large Toms) are most effective if placed on opposite sides of the ensembie, 1 would suggest care-

ful placement of all of the percussion for optimum clarity,

The remaining effects during the “earthquake“ beginning at measure S1 should be Interpreted with as much energy as

possible. The“Qloria in excelsis Deo“「 should be jubilant against the horns and percussion, The chant at measure 87 should

be almost reverent by Comparison.

The “Primal「 section beginning at measure 155 should be as aggresslve as possible, After establlshing the tempo it

should be conducted in one. Pay careful attention to balance between the horns and percussion 吴 163, 1 would suggest

adding the saxophones to reinforce the horns if audibility of the line against the aggressive percusslon |s 8 Conceln,

The trumpetytrombone accented “falls“ in measures 172 and 174 should be very aggresslve, The entlre sectlon should

build into a cacophony of sound, concluding with the unison “C“ in measure 181, This unlson statement followed by the

“dloria“ serve as the“exclamation point“ for the entire movement. The decresc, poco a poco beginning in measure 199

should continue to the final note,

I hope that youw your ensemble and your audience enjoy “PURGQATORIO*“ from “THE DIVINB COMEDY“, Best wishes

for an exciting performance!

Robert W Smith !
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Dr,J,Patrick Rooney is an active clinician,

adjudicator and has served as guest conductor for

numerous All State and honor bands throughout the

country, He is the Director of Bands and Professor of

Music at James Madison University, where he directs

the dynamic band program that consists of three

symphonic bands and the 1994 Sudier Award winning

Marching Royal Dukes, Along with his band activities

at JMU, Dr. Rooney teaches graduate and undergrad-

uate conducting and wind literature,

 

Robert 传 Smith is one of the most popular and

lific composers of wind literature in America today, He

has over 230 publications to his credit, From the

Welcoming Ceremonies in Japan honoring President

Ronald Reagan to Opening Day at Dodger Stadium ,.,

froml the opening of the Macy“s Thanksgiving Day

Parade telecast to the Ringling Bros, Barnum & Bailey

Circus, his music is widely accepted by all ages. In

addition to his composition endeavors, Mr. Smith is an

active producerp guest conductor clinician and lectur-

er, He currently is on the faculty at James Madison

Dniversity in Harrisonburg, VA,
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